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From: Sara Creighton
To: Yarbrough, Christopher
Subject: Re: Proposed Discussion Regarding American Oversight"s EPA FOIA Requests
Date: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 1:16:29 PM

Chris,
 
Thanks for reaching out.  We recently went through and evaluated whether we have any
outstanding requests we’d be willing to drop at any agencies and were planning to contact you
about this anyway.  It sounds like Hart has already notified you about the requests for which he was
the primary point of contact, but I have the master list and can give you a full rundown of the other
requests we are willing to withdraw.
 
(And I will apologize in advance if any of these requests already received a response or are listed as
Closed in your system for any reason.  Sometimes our record-keeping systems aren’t perfect and
might not correctly process a response as being “final” such that we know a request is closed.)
 

EPA-HQ-2019-007470
EPA-HQ-2019-003256
EPA-HQ_2019-003225
EPA-2019-001332
EPA-HQ-2018-011129
EPA-2018-011128
EPA-2018-011127
EPA-HQ-2018-011081
EPA-HQ-2018-011080
EPA-HQ-2018-011078
EPA-HQ-2018-010844
EPA-HQ-2018-010266
EPA-HQ-2018-010264
EPA-2018-009519
EPA-HQ-2018-009134
EPA-HQ-2018-008690
EPA-HQ-2018-008572
EPA-HQ-2018-007976
EPA-HQ-2017-011280
EPA-HQ-2017-011281
EPA-HQ-2017-006652
EPA-HQ-2017-008870

 
We also very much appreciate your offer to prioritize some of higher-priority requests as a gesture
of goodwill for us withdrawing so many requests.  I am going to talk to our research team here and
see if we can identify a small number of high priority requests, and I will reach back out to you within
the next week or two to see if you think you can help us with those.
 
Thank you again,



Sara
 

From: FOIA <foia@americanoversight.org>
Date: Monday, April 12, 2021 at 1:51 PM
To: "Yarbrough, Christopher" <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>
Cc: Sara Creighton <sara.creighton@americanoversight.org>
Subject: Fw: Proposed Discussion Regarding American Oversight's EPA FOIA Requests
 
Hi Chris,
 
I'm copying Sara Creighton here with respect to any other outstanding requests that may be
withdrawn.
 
Thanks,
Hart
 

From: FOIA <foia@americanoversight.org>
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2021 1:35 PM
To: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Proposed Discussion Regarding American Oversight's EPA FOIA Requests
 
Hi Chris,
 
Sorry for the wait getting back to you. We're fine to withdraw at least these five:
 
EPA-HQ-2019-001000
EPA-HQ-2019-004023
EPA-HQ-2019-005628
EPA-HQ-2019-007218
EPA-HQ-2019-008674
 
I believe there are approximately 20 others as well, but let me get confirmation that there are
no objections to those first.
 
Thanks,
Hart

From: Yarbrough, Christopher <yarbrough.christopher@epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 6:24 PM
To: FOIA <foia@americanoversight.org>
Subject: FW: Proposed Discussion Regarding American Oversight's EPA FOIA Requests
 





Tracking Number Requester Name Requester Organization Description

EPA-2021-002909 Austin R Evers American Oversight

All formal letters, memoranda, and orders written or signed by the former agency officials listed below: (1) Andrew Wheeler, EPA 
Administrator, and (2) Henry Darwin, Acting Deputy EPA Administrator. Please provide all responsive records from November 4, 2020, 
through January 20, 2021.

EPA-2020-006030 Austin R Evers American Oversight

All calendars and calendar entries for the agency officials listed below, including any calendars maintained on their behalf, reflecting events 
that took place from January 1, 2020 to the date the search is conducted.
For calendar entries created in Outlook or similar programs, the documents should be produced in â€œmemoâ€� form to include all invitees, 
any notes, and all
attachments. Please do not limit your search to Outlook calendarsâ€”we request the production of any calendarâ€”paper or electronic, 
whether on government-issued or personal devicesâ€”used to track or coordinate how these individuals allocate their time on agency 
business.

a. Administrator Andrew Wheeler
b. Chief of Staff Mandy Gunasekara
The search should include any calendars associated with an agency officialâ€™s individual email account, as well as any official calendars 
maintained for the
official, including by his or her administrative assistant or scheduler. 

EPA-2020-004814 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-20-1294). 

EPA-HQ-2020-003257 Austin R Evers American Oversight

                 
messages, email attachments, complete
email chains, calendar invitations, and attachments thereto) sent by (1) anyone
serving in the capacity of White House Liaison or White House Advisor
(including anyone serving as their Chiefs of Staff or Deputies) to (2) anyone
with an email address ending in .com / .net / .org / .edu / .mail / .us.
American Oversight has limited its request to sent messages of the specified
agency officials to reduce the volume of potentially responsive records.
American Oversight still requests complete email chains. So, for example, if
the White House Liaison sent a response to an incoming message from an
email address specified above, the email chain containing the initially received
message and the response is responsive to this request.
Please provide all responsive records from January 1, 2019, through the date
the search is conducted.
2. All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attachments,
text messages, messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or
Google Hangouts, Lync, Skype, or WhatsApp), telephone call logs, calendar
invitations, calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational
material, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any
oral communications, summaries of any oral communications, or other
materials) of (1) anyone serving in the capacity of White House Liaison or
White House Advisor (including anyone serving as their Chiefs of Staff or
Deputies) with or about (2) any of the below specified external entities or
individuals:
i. Virginia â€œGinniâ€� Thomas or any person communicating on her behalf,
such as Crystal Clayton
ii. Barbara Ledeen or any person communicating on her behalf
iii. Becky Norton Dunlop or any person communicating on her behalf
Please provide all responsive records from January 1, 2019, through the date...

EPA-HQ-2020-002431 Austin R Evers American Oversight

Please see attached (EPA-20-0074). 
American Oversight requests that EPA produce the following records within twenty
business days:
All electronic communications (including emails, email attachments, calendar invitations, calendar invitation attachments, text messages, 
messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google Hangouts, Lync, Skype, or
WhatsApp) between (1) any of the EPA officials listed or described and (2) anyone
in the White House Office, including anyone with an email address ending in
@who.eop.gov, regarding (a) the state of California, (b) localities within the state
of California (such as San Francisco, Sacramento, Coachella Valley, Western
Nevada County, and Ventura County), or (c) state or local officials from California,
including but not limited to Governor Gavin Newsom, Chair of the California Air
Resource Board Mary Nichols, Attorney General Xavier Becerra, and San Francisco
Mayor London Breed.
EPA Officials:
i. Administrator Andrew Wheeler, and anyone communicating on his behalf,
including advisors, assistants, and schedulers;
ii. Assistant Deputy Administrator Henry Darwin;
iii. Associate Deputy Administrator Doug Benevento;
iv. Chief of Staff Ryan Jackson;
v. Deputy Chief of Staff Michael Molina;
vi. Acting Deputy Chief of Staff Kevin DeBell;
vii. Associate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental
Relations Joseph Brazauskas;
viii. Director of Intergovernmental Relations Britt Carter;
ix. Associate Administrator for Policy Brittany Bolen;
x. Acting Assistant Administrator for Air and Radiation Anne Idsal;
xi. Assistant Administrator for Water David Ross;
xii. Anyone serving in the role of White House Liaison.

EPA-HQ-2020-002193 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-20-0044). 
EPA-HQ-2019-008674 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-19-1128). 
EPA-HQ-2019-007525 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-19-0931). 

EPA-HQ-2019-007470 Austin R Evers American Oversight

Please see attached (EPA-19-0899). All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attachments, text messages,
messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google Hangouts, Lync, Skype, or WhatsApp), telephone call logs, calendar 
invitations, calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational material, draft legislation, talking points, any handwritten or 
electronic notes taken during any oral communications, handwritten or electronic summaries of any oral communications, or other 
materials) between (a) political appointees* in the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations, Office of General Counsel, or EPA Leadership Offices and
(b) any of the White House Counsel staff listed below regarding congressional oversight of the executive branchâ€”including both specific 
congressional oversight of specific matters and general policies, concerns, and considerations related to congressional oversight of the 
executive branch.

EPA-HQ-2019-007218 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see the attached (EPA-19-0828).  The attached document also contains the justification for our fee waiver request.



EPA-HQ-2019-006730 Austin R Evers American Oversight

                 
emails, email attachments, text messages, messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google Hangouts, Lync, Skype,
or WhatsApp), telephone call logs, calendar invitations, calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational material, draft 
legislation, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any oral communications, handwritten or electronic
summaries of any oral communications, or other materials) between (a) political appointees* in the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations, Office of General Counsel, or EPA Leadership Offices (Custodians in leadership 
offices: Andrew Wheeler, Henry Darwin,Ryan Jackson,Michael Molina,Helena Wooden-Aguilar, William Wehrum) and (b) any of the White 
House Counsel staff listed below regarding congressional oversight of the executive branchâ€”including both specific congressional 
oversight of specific matters and general policies, concerns, and considerations related to congressional oversight of the
executive branch. (Key terms: â€œCongressional oversight*â€�
â€œSubpoena*â€�
â€œOversight letter*â€�
â€œOversight request*â€�
â€œHill letter*"
â€œCongressional investigation*â€�
â€œCummings*â€�
â€œPallone*â€�
â€œHOGRâ€�
â€œCORâ€�
â€œCommittee on Oversightâ€�
â€œEnergy and Commerceâ€�
â€œE&Câ€�
â€œE and C"
â€œRequest for documentsâ€�
â€œDocument requestâ€�
â€œInterview request"
â€œTranscribed interview*â€�
â€œExecutive privilegeâ€�
â€œDeliberative processâ€�

EPA-HQ-2019-006429 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-19-0735). 
EPA-HQ-2019-005628 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-19-0578). 

EPA-HQ-2019-004023 Austin R Evers American Oversight

Please see attached (EPA-19-0296).  All email communications and associated attachments between any of the custodians listed
below and Dr. William (Will) Happer, including any communications on which a custodian and/or Dr. Happer were copied (cc) or blind 
copied (bcc).

EPA-HQ-2019-003256 Austin R Evers American Oversight

Please see attached (EPA-19-0158).  Any communications (including emails, email attachments, text messages, calendar invitations, calendar 
entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any oral communications, or summaries of any 
oral communications) between any political appointee* in the offices listed below and Diane Hendricks, or anyone acting on her behalf.

EPA-HQ-2019-003225 Austin R Evers American Oversight

Please see attached (EPA-19-0148).   All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attachments, text messages,
messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google Hangouts, Lync, Skype, or WhatsApp), telephone call logs, calendar 
invitations, calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational material, draft legislation, talking points, any handwritten or 
electronic notes taken during any oral communications, summaries of any oral communications, or other materials) between (a) C. Boyden 
Gray or any person acting on his behalf, and (b) any of the individuals listed below or any person acting on their behalf,
such as an administrative assistant or scheduler.

EPA-HQ-2019-002332 Austin R Evers American Oversight

Please see attached (EPA-18-0995). All communications (including emails, email attachments, calendar invitations or entries, and text 
messages) including any of the following terms:
â€¢ â€œgreat againâ€�
â€¢ MAGA*5
â€¢ #MAGA
â€¢ â€œdrain the swampâ€�
â€¢ #draintheswamp
â€¢ â€œbuild the wallâ€�
â€¢ â€œbuild that wallâ€�
â€¢ #buildthewall
â€¢ #buildthatwall
â€¢ â€œpromises madeâ€�
â€¢ â€œpromises keptâ€�
â€¢ #promiseskept
â€¢ Trump2020
â€¢ #trump2020
â€¢ â€œTrump Trainâ€�
â€¢ #trumptrain
â€¢ â€œKeep America Greatâ€�
â€¢ #keepamericagreat
â€¢ â€œlock her upâ€�
â€¢ #lockherup
â€¢ â€œlock them upâ€�
â€¢ #lockthemup
â€¢ #GOP

EPA-HQ-2019-002282 Austin Evers American Oversight

All email communications and associated attachments sent or received by any political
appointee,* including emails on which any custodian is copied (ccâ€™d) or blind copied
(bccâ€™d). Responsive records are limited to those including any of the following terms:
â€¢ IPCC
â€¢ â€œIntergovernmental Panel on Climate Changeâ€�
â€¢ â€œUnited Nations reportâ€�
â€¢ UN
â€¢ â€œ1.5 Câ€�
â€¢ â€œ1.5 degreesâ€�
â€¢ â€œglobal warmingâ€�
â€¢ â€œclimate changeâ€�
Please provide all responsive records from September 15, 2018, through October 31,
2018.

EPA-HQ-2019-001592 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (MULTI-18-0869-0889). 
EPA-2019-001332 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-18-0801). 
EPA-HQ-2019-001000 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached (EPA-18-0770). 
EPA-2019-000344 Austin R Evers American Oversight See Attached (EPA-18-0627)
EPA-HQ-2018-011129 Austin R Evers American Oversight See attached. EPA-18-0540
EPA-HQ-2018-011078 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached.  EPA-18-0513.
EPA-HQ-2018-011080 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached.  EPA-18-0514.
EPA-HQ-2018-011081 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached.  EPA-18-0515.
EPA-HQ-2018-010844 Austin R Evers American Oversight See attached. EPA-18-0448
EPA-HQ-2018-009516 Austin Evers American Oversight See attached letter



EPA-2018-009519 Austin Evers American Oversight

All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attachments, text messages, messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, 
GChat or Google
Hangouts, Lync, Skype, or WhatsApp), telephone call logs, calendar invitations, calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, 
informational material, draft
legislation, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any oral communications, summaries or any oral 
communications, or other materials reflecting
communications) between Andrew Wheeler and the following entities: 
a. Any members of Congress or congressional staff members (for purposes of searching for email communications, please search for emails 
between Mr. Wheeler and any email address containing house.gov or senate.gov within the domain name);
b. Faegre Baker Daniels Consulting (faegrebd.com)
c. Energy Fuels Resources, Inc. (energyfuels.com)
d. Murray Energy (murrayenergycorp.com)
e. Underwriters Laboratories (ul.com)
f. Xcel Energy (xcelenergy.com)
g. Bear Head LNG Corporation
h. Darling International (darlingii.com)
i. Enterprises Swanco LLC
j. Whirlpool Corp. (whirlpoolcorp.com)
k. Domestic Fuel Solutions Group (dfsgusa.org)
l. Celanese Corporation (celanese.com)
m. Nuclear Energy Institute (nei.org)
n. ICOR International (icorinternational.com)
Please provide all responsive records from the date Mr. Wheeler joined EPA through

EPA-2018-009520 Austin Evers American Oversight

All communications (including emails, email attachments, text messages, messages on messaging platforms (such as Slack, GChat or Google 
Hangouts, Lync, Skype, or
WhatsApp)) and any handwritten or electronic notes or summaries of any oral communications between Andrew Wheeler and the following 
entities:
a. Heritage Foundation (heritage.org)
b. American Petroleum Institute (api.org)
c. Competitive Enterprise Institute (cei.org)
d. Institute for Energy Research (ierdc.org)
e. Texas Public Policy Foundation (TexasPolicy.com)

EPA-HQ-2018-009134 Austin R Evers American Oversight

American Oversight requests that EPA produce the following within twenty business days:
1) All emails sent by Millan Hupp from September 12, 2017, through September 15,
2017.
2) All emails sent by Millan Hupp from December 21, 2017, through January 1, 2018.
3) All emails sent by Millan Hupp, Lincoln Ferguson, or Sarah Greenwalt from March
29, 2017, to March 30, 2017.

EPA-HQ-2018-008690 Austin R Evers American Oversight

1)�All email communications between all schedulers and advance team personnel for Administrator Scott Pruitt, or other personnel with 
such scheduling or advance responsibilities, including but not limited to Millan Hupp, and: (a) any external entities or individuals (those with 
email addresses ending in .com/.net/.org/.edu/.mail) OR
(b) with Oklahoma state government officials (ok.gov) . . . February 17, 2017 to date search is conducted

2) All email communications between 1) all schedulers and advance team personnel for Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler, or other 
personnel with such scheduling or advance responsibilities, such as Mr. Wheelerâ€™s executive assistant, and 2) any external entities or 
individuals (those with email addresses ending in .com/.net/.org/.edu/.mail) . . . April 20, 2018 to date search is conducted

3) All email communications between 1) any assistant or other personnel with scheduling or advance responsibilities for Deputy 
Administrator for Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention Nancy Beck, and 2) any external entities or individuals (those with email 
addresses ending in .com/.net/.org/.edu/.mail).
American Oversight seeks all records from April 30, 2017, to the date the search is conducted.

EPA-HQ-2018-008572 Austin R Evers American Oversight See attached. EPA-18-0342
EPA-HQ-2018-007976 Austin R Evers American Oversight Please see attached. EPA-18-0337.

EPA-HQ-2018-004405 Austin R Evers American Oversight

American Oversight, EWG, and ADAO request that EPA produce the following records within  twenty business days:  All records reflecting 
communications (including emails, email attachments, text messages,  telephone call logs, calendar invitations/entries, meeting notices, 
meeting agendas,  informational material, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any  responsive communications, 
summaries of any responsive communications, or other  materials reflecting communications) between (a) Scott Pruitt, Nancy Beck, Jeff 
Morris, Liz  Bowman, Greg Schweer, Michael Dourson, Robert Courtnage, or Brian Symmes (or  anyone acting on behalf of those individuals, 
including chiefs or staff or administrative  assistants) and (b) any of the following entities (or anyone acting on their behalf):    a. Olin 
Corporation;  b. Occidental Chemical Corporation;  c. Axiall Corporation;  d. American Chemistry Council (including but not limited to 
Michael Walls);  e. The Chlorine Institute;  f. American Chemistry Council Chlorine;  g. American Friction;  h. Chemours; or  i. Branham 
Corporation.    Please provide all responsive records from August 1, 2017, to January 30, 2018.

EPA-HQ-2017-011281 Austin Evers American Oversight
Requesting records sufficient to demonstrate EPAâ€™s basis for making the statements on the attached request in the agencyâ€™s 
September 3, 2017 News Release.

EPA-HQ-2017-011280 Austin Evers American Oversight

Requesting all communications between (a) all political appointees or SES staff in the Immediate Office of the Administrator, (b) all political 
appointees or SES staff in the Office of Public Affairs, (c) any employees in the Office of Environmental Information (OEI), including the Chief 
Information Officer, or (d) anyone acting on behalf of any of those individuals (such as administrative assistants and chiefs of staff), and any 
of the individuals listed on attached request, etc.

EPA-2017-010951 Austin Evers American Oversight
Requesting all records reflecting talking points prepared by, in conjunction with, or in consultation with anyone from the Office of the White 
House for EPA to respond to media inquiries about the events in Charlottesville.

EPA-HQ-2017-008870 Austin Evers American Oversight
Requesting all records regarding efforts to support, assist, place, encourage, or facilitate any public commentary or messaging regarding the 
United Statesâ€™ withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement.
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